Because the prevalence of inflammatory bowel disease is highest in young adults, the specific problem in the older patient has received little attentionl-9 and most reports have been confined to patients with ulcerative colitis. 1-7 One study only included six patients with Crohn's disease diagnosed over 50 years of age8 while the other analysed the outcome of 64 patients with late onset inflammatory bowel disease of whom 30 had Crohn's disease.9 Two further reports have reviewed the specific problem of Crohn's disease of the distal large bowel: a particularly common site of macroscopic disease in the older patient.10 1' In this study we 
Mortality
Seven patients died, three of unrelated causes (carcinoma of oesophagus, carcinoma of bronchus, fractured femur followed by cerebrovascular accident). Four deaths were related to the underlying disease; two patients presented with perforation and died in the early postoperative phase (see above), one patient died of septicaemia after drainage of an ischiorectal abscess and a fourth was a late death after total colectomy. Two of the four patients who died were receiving corticosteroid therapy.
Medical treatment Seven patients have been treated with corticosteroids of whom five also had sulphasalazine. Three In this consecutive series 8% of the patients were 60 years or more when their Crohn's disease was diagnosed.
A number of reports have suggested a female predominance in older patients with Crohn's disease9 15 17 18 but in this series the sex incidence was similar.
It has been sugggested that ileal disease is rare in the older patient but we, like Tchirkow and his colleagues found that the incidence of ileal disease is similar to that observed in the general population.
We agree with Carr and Schofield9 that disease in the large intestine is usually confined to the rectum and sigmoid colon although occasional examples of extensive colonic involvement have been reported. 17 The onset of symptoms in younger patients with distal ileal Crohn's disease is characteristically gradual19 and this pattern has also been observed in older patients. ' Although Crohn's disease characteristically affects younger patients it does occur in the older patient when it presents special problems, both in diagnosis and management. Surgical intervention is needed no more frequently than in the younger patient and the prognosis in most patients is excellent.
